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In the technological era the new media as Internet play even more important role than television in 
determining values, perception, preferences, behavior patterns and strategies of social relations [7]. Children and 
adolescents are active users of new technologies in many countries all around the world. As European data say 
children at the age of 7 years old serf on Internet without their parents, at the age of 12 they have more or less 
regular contacts on different social networking groups [8]. As the experts say in Russia schoolchildren are not an 
exception, they get more interesting information firstly from the Internet and secondly from teachers [9]. 
Do parents aware of what theirs children do on the Internet? No, they do not, as highlight the results of the 
recent survey conducted last year in the US [10] and in several European countries [11]. Not only research but 
the preventive slogans confirm it. 
A commercial «Where is Arthur?» demonstrated in several European countries in order to raise the awareness 
of parents about the danger of the Internet for children, as well as to remind parents about their responsibility to 
protect children from this danger [12].  
This year French national campaign asks parents: «Do you know exactly with whom talk your children on the 
Internet?» [13]. The main objective is to remind that the Internet can be a place of dangerous contacts; because 
people can easily pretend that they are as young as the children are. 
The problem of information security of children is worldwide and the solution is needed. While the experts 
and specialists are looking for the strategy to make the media more secure for children and adolescents, the social 
scientists should answer the question how people handle this danger in their everyday life, especially, parents, 
teachers, and other specialists working with children. 
 
 
1.1. The social representations theory 
Moscovici introduced the theory of social representations in 1961[14]. The plurality of definitions and 
methodological approaches to the social representations analysis characterizes this theory at present [15]. 
According to one of many definitions of the social representations this concept «could be defined as 
commonsense knowledge about general topics (e.g., AIDS, computers, gender, health, intelligence, 
psychoanalysis, work) that are the focus of everyday conversation» [16, p.311]. These topics are either new 
phenomena (as AIDS, computer, Internet, psychoanalysis in appropriate periods of time) or old ones (health, 
illness, crime etc.). In both cases the topics are actively discussed by people in everyday conversations. In case of 
old phenomena their presence in the everyday discussions are explained by the rise of their social importance 
[17]. Information security of children is a new phenomenon; it belongs to this list of everyday conversation topics 
in different social groups. Taking only one example of the Search Engine «Yandex» we will easily see it: ten 
million answers are found for the stimulus information security of children. 
The social representations are one form of commonsense knowledge worked out by people in everyday 
communications in order to give meaning to different objects, phenomena, events, and so on, that are new, 
strange, unknown, threatening.  
Following the ideas proposed and developed by Doise with colleagues [18], [19] three main assumptions of 
the social representations theory can be briefed here: 1) social representations are seen «as organizing principles 
of symbolic relationships between individuals and groups» [20, p.97], as result we need to reveal the shared 
meanings concerning the social issue. As far as social representations are worked out in the communications the 
participants of the discussion need to have the common frames of references in order to communicate. 2) The 
individuals may have different positions concerning the given issue as result of their variations in their adherence 
to different aspects of social representations. These differences of positions are organized; consequently, we need 
to search for these organizing principles. 3) The systematic variations in individual positions should be anchored 
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in collective symbolic realities, thus the researchers need to analyze this process of anchoring. These three 
assumptions correspond to three stages of the study on the social representations. 
Applying the ideas of the social representations theory to the problem of information security of children we 
conducted an exploratory study. We were interested in finding out how people understand and explain the 
information security of children, what shared meaning do they hold. 
2. Method 
A total of 53 persons (from different social and professional groups) aged 19-44 years old participated in our 
study. Following the ideas of Clémence [21], we emphasize that at the first stage of the three-stage study the 
objective is to reveal the «map» of shared meanings presented in the discussion on information security of 
children, to analyze the vocabulary used in this discussion. In order to achieve this goal the free associations task 
was used, the stimulus was «information security of children». The collected data were analyzed by using 
content-analysis. 
3. Results  
A total of 264 words were evocated. The words that were most frequently associated with the stimuli 
information security of children are presented in the Table 1. 
 As we can see there are many words concerning different ways to ensure security (from monitoring of 
information to the prohibition of it), but there are only few words concerning the preventive and educational 
measures to handle the danger. Also the danger itself seems to be ambiguous for the subjects (only pornography 
is cited more often and the danger in general), so this fact raises some questions: how do people understand this 
danger for children? What are the criteria of the danger? What are the consequences of this danger? The answers 
to these questions are extremely important because the measures (like prohibition, restriction, filtering etc.) 
should be directed at the concrete information.  
Table 1. The most frequent words used by subjects in the discussion on information security of children 
Words  Frequency 
Restriction (of access to information)  16 
Internet  13 
Censorship   9 
Control   9 
Information filtering  9 
Parental control   9 
Prohibition   9 
Television  8 
Channels for children   8 
Protection  
Security (of information) 
 7 
7 
Education concerning the security  6 
Responsibility of parents and teachers 
Social networking groups 
Mass media 
 6 
6 
5 
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Informing (about security) 
Law 
 4 
4 
Online games   4 
Pornography  4 
Lack of harmful information 
Danger 
Password 
 4 
3 
3 
 
On the following step all obtained associations were categorized into several thematic groups: 1) ways to 
ensure security (restriction, censorship, control, information filtering, prohibition, protection, channels for 
children etc.); 2) traditional and new media (television, Internet, social networking groups, chats, forums, etc.); 
3) threats (aggression, violence, drugs, Nazism, extremism, pornography etc.); 4) security of information 
(security of information); 5) responsibility of parents or teachers (communication with parents, family, parental 
control, parents’ or teachers’ assistance to the Internet use, etc.); 6) law (law); 7) protection of personal data 
(protection of personal data, protection of children’s information); 8) prevention and education concerning 
information security of children (preventive slogans, education about information security of children, lectures 
for parents etc).  
The «map» of shared meanings obtained in our study highlights the principal themes that constitute the social 
representation of information security of children. This «map» as Clémence underlines it: «as a film, or a picture, 
or a book, gives rise to varying interpretations» [22, p.401]. Consequently, the objective of the second stage of 
the study will be the analysis of the positions that people (from different groups) hold in the discussion on 
information security of children. 
4. Conclusions 
The objective of our exploratory study was to reveal the shared meanings about information security of 
children. The eight thematic groups were obtained in the study (ways to ensure security; traditional and new 
media, threats, security of information, responsibility of parents or teachers, law, protection of personal data,  
prevention and education concerning information security of children). This is only a «map» of shared meanings, 
but the analysis of positioning on it would be the next step.  
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